
WHEN AND WHERE?

The 3-hour examination will be written at your 
school on Tuesday, 6 March 2012.

In connection with this, please note the follow-
ing:

1 It is not possible, for practical and security 
reasons, to allow schools to write the 

 examination on different dates.  Schools 
are therefore requested to take the set date 
and time into account when planning their 
own calendars.  A flexi start time has been 
introduced between 12h00 and 14h00.

1	 The date of the examination is determined 
by the time needed to process the results, 
so that the top 15 candidates can be     in-
vited to the National Schools Festival in 
July.

WHO MAY ENTER?

1	 The competition is open to all learners who 
will be in grades 10, 11 and 12 in 2012, 
that is, those learners who are currently in 
grades 9 to 11.

1	 Although the examination is designed 
for learners who study English as a first      
language, all learners interested in devel-
oping their English writing and creative 
skills will benefit from entering the English 
Olympiad.

HOW DO LEARNERS ENTER?

1	 Entries are only accepted through schools.

1 As the examination is based on an open-book 
system, every candidate is required 

 

WHAT IS THE ENGLISH OLYMPIAD?

The English Olympiad is a national English           
competition that draws more than 6000 entries 
each year.  The competition is organised jointly 
by the Grahamstown Foundation and the South 
African Council for English Education.

AIMS OF THE ENGLISH OLYMPIAD

To enrich learners through the study of English 
and to encourage critical thinking and creative 
writing.

WHAT IS THE FORMAT OF THE 
EXAMINATION?

Candidates are required to prepare for a 3-hour 
examination, which uses the open-book       sys-
tem.  This means that the set text can be used 
during the examination.

WHAT IS THE SYLLABUS FOR 2012?

The THEME for the Olympiad will be 
“When Urban Meets Rural”

The anthology of poetry entitled, Small Town; 
Big Voice

More details about the structure of the paper 
will be supplied on enrolment.  Candidates will 
be provided with general guidelines, and some 
questions from past papers will be included in 
a study guide, as well as examples of excellent 
responses.

WHAT ARE THE REWARDS?

During June, the names of the top 15 achievers 
are sent to schools.  There are a number of won-
derful prizes awarded to the Top 50 candidates.

1 The top 3 candidates are treated to a  
 literary tour of the United Kingdom in         

December 2012.

1 The top  15 candidates are invited to attend 
the Standard Bank National Schools 

 Festival in Grahamstown free of charge.  
The English Olympiad prize-giving is held 
during this festival, and the rank order of 
the top 20 is announced.

1 Learners who are ranked between the 
fourth and twentieth positions will receive 
cash prizes or book vouchers.

1 The top 50 candidates will be offered free- 
tuition scholarships for their first year of 
any course of study at Rhodes University 
immediately upon successful completion 
of the matriculation examintation, subject 
to meeting the University’s entry require-
ments.

1 Candidates will receive certificates indi-
cating a classified evaluation (participa-
tion, merit, bronze, silver, gold).  Those           
candidates who do not complete the      
paper or whose answers are clearly 

 insufficient will not receive a certificate.

“Education, like a diamond, is forever”
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A joint venture of the Grahamstown Foundation and the 
South African Council for English Education

If you wish to enter the English  Olympiad 
in 2012 please complete the enclosed 
entry form and return it to:

The Olympiad Officer
Grahamstown Foundation

P O Box 304
GRAHAMSTOWN

6140

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 08:00 - 13:00

Tel: (046) 603 1145 or 603 1107
Fax: (046) 622 7462

E-mail: olympiad@foundation.org.za

Printed by Dupli-Print, Gtn

Literary tout to the United Kingdom, 2010.
From left to right, Anja Bruton (chaperone), Francois Kassier (Hilton 
College), Niki Searle (Chaperone), Kerstin Hall (Chesterhouse), 
Kajal Tulsi (Edenvale High School).

 to purchase a copy of the text.  While this 
adds to the cost of entering the Olympiad, 
we have found that an open-book exami-
nation produces more creative answers.  
It also ensures there is a text available for 
every candidate.

 No entry will be accepted from candi-
dates who do not purchase the text.  
The organisers of the English Olympiad 
cannot permit the use of    photocopies.  
It is illegal in terms of copyright laws.

1	 The entry fee is R98 per candidate,          
payable on application.  This fee covers 
the administrative costs of the Olympiad 
(R60) and the cost of the text (R38).     

 Detailed assessments cost an additional 
R115 payable on application, (optional)

1	 De Beers has made a limited number of 
bursaries available for candidates unable 
to afford the entry fee.  To apply for these 
bursaries a brief motivation by the candi-
date as to why they would like to enter the 
Olympiad, along with a letter of support 
from the principal, should be submitted with 
the entry forms.  Please call the Olympiad 
officer for more information.

1	 The closing date for entries and for applica-
tions for bursaries is  17 October 2011.

1	 Late entries will be accepted until 7 No-
vember 2011.  The cost of a late entry is 
R110.

1	 No changes to entries will be accepted   
after 23 January 2012.
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